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Savoring the Bland, Speaking the Simple: the “as if” of 
Confucian Rites (Lǐ 禮)
Lǐ 禮 as Rites (Rituals): Natural patterns and 
cultural formulas
Lǐ 禮 as Rites 
(Rituals)
In the first month of spring the sun is in Shi, the star 
culminating at dusk being Shen, and that culminating at 
dawn Wei. Its days are jia and yi. Its divine ruler is Dai Hao, 
and the (attending) spirit is Gou-mang. Its creatures are the 
scaly. Its musical note is Jiao, and its pitch-tube is the Dai 
Cu. Its number is eight; its take is sour; its smell is rank. Its 
sacrifice is that at the door, and of the parts of the victim the 
spleen has the foremost place.
Lǐ 禮 as Rites 
(Rituals)
In this month there takes place the inauguration of spring. Three days before this 
ceremony, the Grand recorder informs the son of Heaven, saying, 'On such and such 
a day is the inauguration of the spring. The energies of the season are fully seen in 
wood. On this the son of Heaven devotes himself to self-purification, and on the 
day he leads in person the three ducal ministers, his nine high ministers, the feudal 
princes (who are at court), and his Great officers, to meet the spring in the eastern 
suburb; and on their return, he rewards them all in the court. He charges his 
assistants to disseminate (lessons of) virtue, and harmonise the governmental 
orders, to give effect to the expressions of his satisfaction and bestow his favours; 
down to the millions of the people. Those expressions and gifts thereupon proceed, 
every one in proper (degree and direction). He also orders the Grand recorder to 
guard the statutes and maintain the laws, and (especially) to observe the motions in 
the heavens of the sun and moon, and of the zodiacal stars in which the 
conjunctions of these bodies take place, so that there should be no error as to where 
they rest and what they pass over; that there should be no failure in the record of all 
these things, according to the regular practice of early times.


























The formulaic and the 
personal are the two sides of 
the same Lǐ禮
The Poetics of 
Xīng 興
Lǐ 禮 as 
Encounter
Encounter
Reciprocity (Host and Guest) 

















大夫累之，士疐之，庶人齕之。Qu Li I: 54
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